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Dr. Grote Rebe r 
C. S . I . R• •. 
Stow 11 Ave nue 
Hobert, Ta s man i a 
Au s t ral ia 

Dear D • R be r : 

H r l a n J . Smith of t he Univer ity of 
Texas has been kind enou gh to g i ve me your 
addr 8 S. 

cently I re s t i n g 
art c on you r e r y 
in c rious l i t t l A k 
Tl r gr ap h e d ~ 

II • • • • B ck i n 1939 (a s a r au l. t of 
ot c ) a e l t 0 s expe t 

l i s r e ce ved nd ord 
t d ( i n a artic l in he Chi ca g o 

e 1 t l i gent , tho g undec l p e r-ab I e , 

n,

we
m ss g from t he e t a s. Thl xp e r t s 
Gr ot R be. The mess g s he r ceived were 
a pe cu l r ort of dot - a gna l h l ch he 
r co de d on tape~ The a rt i c l e goes on 0 
give d t ils which sou d uth n t i c . 

I'm engaged i n a book on·v ious 
asp c t o f th e x t - t r r es t r i a lif 
que s t i o , a n ave ~one 0 Bo me oub le 0 

o l l e t s mu ch informati o I can f ind on 
the c s 'II r e pe son ~ have he r d s ignals 
fr om p c , i . e . t an der P o n r~me 
echo and t h To [-J n s II f ce a '", H ev r , is 
is t he fl s t e fer n ce t h I 've se n whic m nt i n s 
y ou . Cou l d yo te l l me i f he t tent is a t all 
co r r e t ? I f s , are c op i s of the Oh c ~go Tribune 
article a~ i lab e , or e uld I a e the d t on 
hieh it app r e d ? I f u pub l ished an ot h r 

mate ial t he subje c t I would be o st in t e ested 
1n r • 

I auld b most gra t u l f r any confirmation 
you can give on the ab o • 

rul y .lou r s , 

Gordon H. E s 
C 
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bases. 
Specifically, the intelligence 

agencies would want to locate these 
bases so that other techniques, 
such as reconnaissance satellites, 
could be brought in to monitor 
them for signs which might signify 
a surprise nuclear missile attack 
on the United States , 

Sugar Grove was to be an in­
telligence host and an uninvited 
thir d patty Usten!ng in on Soviet 
conversations. 

So, at any rate, went the theory , 
The reality proved quite a dtf­
ferent thing. 

In July, 1962, the office of 
Secretary McNamara announced 
the termination of the radio tele­
scope project. 

This marked the end of the 
scheme to eavesdrop on Soviet 
countdowns. 

The official epitaph alleged the 
cause of death to be scientific 
progress, and soon the word was 
pass ed that Sugar Grove was can­
celed because the air force Midas 
satellite and other eavesdropping 
schemes were coming along so 
well and so fast. 

Now, let's insenanotherquote, 
this time from a previous issue 
of FLYING SAUCERS, regarding 
another "radio telescope". It will 
help to clarify the pointS we will 
be making from Mr, Diamond's 
Sugar Grove bit: 

Back in 1939 (as a result of 
some years of research) an elec­

tronics expert in Wheaton, IllinoiS) 
received and recorded what he 
stated (in an article in the Chica­
go Tribune) were intelligent, though 
undecipherable, messages from 
the stars. This expert was Grote 
Reber. The messages he received 
were a peculiar sort of dot-dash 
signal which he recorded on tape. 
It was none of the codes used on I 
Earth, either in general use, or 
in secret code use, such as the 
military. 

How did Grote Reber receive 
his "me~ages"? Your editor I 
knows personally for he visited the i 
Site, and saw the 1nstrUment with I 
his own eyes. It was a sheet 
metal reflector, approximately 30 t 
feet in diameter, looking exactly , 
Iike today's circular radar aerials, 
except that it was of sheets rather 
than wires or bars; and the only 
opening in it was a small circular 
one in the center, through which 
the concentrated electronic waves 
being collected by the re­
flector were concentrated on hl.8 
electronic receiver, This large ) 

(reflector operated on axles ('
mounted atop concrete pillars, and 
could be rotated through a 90 
degree arc in a north and south ( 
direction. 

In his Tribune story, Grote \ 
Reber told of "listening" nightly 
for as much as eight hour s to 
these signals from the stars. He 
specifically stated that they came 
from one area, either a star or 
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I
a	 constellation, and that he re­
corded for hours at a time. Since 
the earth rotates from west to east , 
astronomically speaking, it is im­
possible to focus on any single star 
or constellation for many hours at 

J a time with an Inst that ro­
tates only in a nprth and south 

(	 direction. Thus whatever it was 
chat Grote Reber was listening to, 
remained stationary in relat ion 
to the Earth's surface during the 
period of reception, Le., it rotated 
with the Earth in the same di ­
rection. 

Necessarily , then, the source of 
the signals had to be comparatively 
close, more than likely very much 
closer than the moon, because in 
order to maintain its compar ative 
position in the sky, it would have 
had to have a speed through space 
of many thousands of times that 

) of the speed of light (which Eln­
(	 stein postulates as impossible) if 

it were a star (the nearest of 
which is four light years away!). 
The only reasonable conclusion 
that can be drawn is that Grote 
Reber's transmitting source was 
located very close to or actually 
in our own atmosphere, quite pos ­
sibly from a space object (ship?) 
rotating in an orbit just as does 
the moon although at a r ate cal­
culated to enable it to maintain a 
constant position above one parti ­
cular portion of the earth's sur­
face. 

Surely, you will say, Grote 
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Reber would have known this. Why, 
then, claim his message was frOIT , _ 

a star? 
Here we have an answer also 

circumstantial, of course, but logi ­
cal. Grote Reber lived in a: 
area noted for its concentration 0 

what we might call metaphyaical l 
inclined people. He himself wa . 
associated wIth a local group in ( 
terested in investigating unusua 
and even psychic phenomena. T 
them, messages from ou 
atmosphere (from an astral plane', 
wonld not be difficult to accep 
But to the readers of the Chlcag 
T'rtbune, and to his fellow elec 
tronics engineers, who would in 
scantly dismiss his claims as hOF 
wash were he to make ar 
"psychic" claims it would seei 
necessary to make his "signals 
conform to a necessary logic 
order to make himself heard r ­
spectfully. 

That he was heard respectfu l ) 
is evidenced by the fact that tod 
Grote Reber is head of a fou 
million-dollar Government i: 
strument which is a very advanc. 
form of Reber's original recetv­
in Hawaii, engaged in the vel 
serious business (obvloua ly l) , 
listening to "hissing noises fro ' 
the stars". Not intelligent si~ 
nals now, they say, rot radic 
wave signals of a natural nature 
very important to the new elec 
tr onlc astronomy. 

How important is thls new "lif, 



tening device"? Important e nough 
to cause Great Britain to erect a 
similar one costing ten million 
do llars! And literally dozens of 
other smaller instr uments are 
going up all over the earth. 

Radio s ignals are be ing r e­
ce ived from "space" . T he same 
man who origina ll y ins is ted they 
were int e ll igent , and whose r ece p­
tion was o bvio us ly not fro m a 
" hissing s tar" or an y s ta r, today 
says not hing . But he listens at 
Governme nt expe ns e now, 

F r o m the foregoing quota t ion , 
the astute reader wi ll d duce that 
we think the r adio te les copes ar e 
listening to something ot he r than 
his s ing tars and out er s pace phe­
nome na . He will r ea li ze that 
we think thes e te les copes (not hing 
rea ll y but big "ear s " which can 
eavesd rop on a va riety of radio 
signa ls ) a re pic king up int ell igent 
signals , and not fr o m as far a ­
way as on e might think . Bear ­
ing t his in m ind, we'd like to 
ma ke a few com me nts , and as k 
a few ques t ions. 

Before we do tha t , we ' ll r ecite 
from me mo r y our conce pt of th e 
Suga r Grove pr oject . Originally, 
we unde r s to od th a t the natural 
a mphit heater in Wes t Vir ginia 
was se lecte d fo r thr ee r eas on s : 
1) the a mphitheate r itself wou ld 
be th e " d is h" of the rad io tele­
scope reflec to r , which becaus e 
it \I',l S s o huge , co uld not be 
mou nted on to we rs and kept from 

being twis ted and distorted; 2) 
located in t he va ll ey, it wou ld 
not pick up local inte r fe r ence of 
a va r ie ty of natures , suc h as 
e lect r ical quiprnent , radio broad­
casts , te levision , etc., but would 
be capable of receiving s ignals 
fr om the sky with best possible 
c la rity ; 3) would not be dis­
tu r bed by earthquake act ivit y, be­
ca us e this area is peculi a r ly free 
fr om the co nstant ea rth s hocks 
whic h would e ffec t ad ve r s e ly s uc h 
a giant d is h. 

T hat the to wers e r ect ed at 
Suga r Grove we r e not to bear the 
dish its e lf is r e vea led by Mr. 
Dia mond , who says th ey were 
me r e ly to ser ve as ladde r s for 
workmen enga ged in cons t r ucting 
the r flec to r . 

When t he te le s cope was fi r s t 
announced , by the Nav y , in J une , 
1958 , it was s a id that it would 
" cont r ibute greatl y to bas ic know l­
edge of the co mp lex phys ica l pro­
cesses th at occur in outer s pac e . " 
But th e t r ut h , appa r e nt ly , was tha t 
the navy and as tr ono me r s we r e 
me r e ly fro nting f01" the en, whos e 
r eal pur pos e was to listen in 
on the Rus s ian milita r y , civil, 
an d s pace r adio co mmunicat ions 
in Rus s ia its elf , th is by pic king 
up the s igna ls fr om the moo n as 
they we r e weak ly r efl ec ted to 
Ea rth . 

T his co ope r at ion on tl e part 
of the navy anJ ns rr onorne r s 
m igh t be corn rncndable , if it w re 
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