The devzlopment and use of the intsllect is the one characteristic
vhich s:ts mankind apart from all oth2r living creaturss., Astronomy is
probably the first intellactual endesvour of menkind., It is one of the
fruits of the mors abundant life as paracticed by our neolitic ancestors
over ten millenia ago.

They watched the sun rise in the esast after dawnbend szt In the west
before dusk, They obssrvad ith: si=rs whzsel overhead at night\and notad
the movements of the wanisrers or planets, The reoccurring phases of the
moon and thz never ending cyclic change of the seasors with increase and
decrease of ths altitude of the sun providesd both a sense of awe and a
feeling of well being., These2 phenomena plus the small part of the earth,
with which they were familiar was th2ir szmple of the Universe, ie now
know thet sample to be something less than trivial,

They dedicatedtparts of the sky to people, animals and things. These
regions h=ave besen demsrkated snd sre now known as constellations. Wwhile
some vague similaritiss can be obssrved between ths subject of a constel=-
lation and the orisntation of the stars, th2rs is no gesneral reason for
this to be true; any more than the map of Tasmania should b2ar a resemblance
to the profile of Jar: Abel Tasman, Various storias wera invent=ad about
the celestial crestures and things, Thess myths come down to us today as
delightful folk tales which give us some insipht to the life and thinking
of our esarly ancestors, By these means they attempted to explain the
Universe surrounding them; =nd most importsnt, to set themszlves at ecase
with the wknown, Of all th: fears which beset mankind, the fear of the
urknovn is the greatest, This particular fear is certainly at the bottom
of the reaction to science which we find in some peoyle during our time,

The practical applications of astronomy are meager, being limited to
determinations of time and place, However, astronomy is still primarily
an appeal to the irntellect; ard as such, needs no utilitarian trapings to
Justify its existence today. The purpose is still the same, namely to
explain the naturse of the Universe and to set ourselves =s case with the
unknown,

The effort to survey the grandeur of the Universe and to comprehend

its nature is one of ths most magnificent examples of the operation of the
human intellsct, Man is no mean cresture when he can effectively place
this vast realm into the palm of his hand and examine its operation.
Contrary to our anthropologists, I submit that{'man is the darling of the

Gods",



Our samplz of the Universe is immenscly larger than that of our
neolithie ancestors and we hone ours may be of a significant size,
However, when I survey some modern myths like the dogma of the expanding
universe, my fear of the unknown mountsyand I doubt that we are really
nuch better off than the Babylonians. /e have pushed back the curtain
of' drrkness to a very great distance and back to a very remote time in
the pest., Unfortunately, at the limit of our instrumental prowess, the
curtain rests, just as dark and uncertain as ever, TFrom this humble
approach we nmay take comfort in the knowledge that progress is possible,
Speculation is uneconomical, we must get on with the work.

Tonight I will survey the ficld of astronomy very briefly and

explain where the new technique of -adio astronomy fits into the picture.



