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The series of reactions labelled A is the 'proton-proton' CHAIN, and will be 
predominant at temperatures between 5 and 10 million degrees. 

The series labelled B is the 'carbon-nitrogen' CYCLE ('cycle because the C12 is 
re-generated and acts rather like a chemical catalyst) and will be predominant at 
higher temperatures; the higher temperatures are required to overcome the more 
powerful electrostatic repulsions of the reactants in this cycle. 


